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Police Smear 
Black Community 



Sophia Cook: Paralyzed from the waist down. 


N azi skinheads in Montreal are 
turning to desperate acts of 
violence in the face of a deter¬ 
mined anti-fascist movement in the 
city. On October 13, a group of 30-to- 
50 skinheads, some from as far away 
as Abitibi and possibly Winnipeg en¬ 
tered a crowd outside the Spectrum, 
where the French anarcho-punk 
group Beruriers Noirs (a notable anti¬ 
racist band) was performing, and be¬ 
gan swinging at random with metal 


A fter a five-week investigation by 
the OPP, Metro cop Durham 
has been charged with “care¬ 
less use of a firearm” in the shooting 
of Sophia Cook. There was immedi¬ 
ate reaction from the cops. Police 
chief McCormack charged that the 
tensions in the city are caused by 
those members of the Black commu¬ 
nity who oppose the misbehaviour of 
the police, accusing activists of sen¬ 
sationalism and divisiveness. 


pipes they had hidden in their bomber 
jackets. One young man was hospi¬ 
talized, and injuries would have been 
greater had not members of the audi¬ 
ence rushed onto the street to chase 
offthenazis. Only then did the police 
appear, although they had been 
warned before the attack that the nazi 
group was assembling. 

The attack signified a new level of 
organization amongst neo-Nazi 
(cont. on page 2) 


McCormack was ably assisted by 
the Toronto Scum who, in a Dec. 7 
editorial, complained about “poison¬ 
ous and racist charges being made so 
hatefully against the Metro police by 
self-appointed Black spokesmen” 
which “must not be tolerated any 
longer.” Referring to “instant organi¬ 
zations with malicious names and no 
membership”, the editorial argues that 
“since the police are the people and 
the people are the police”, then to 
accuse the cops of racism is to to 
accuse all city politicians and citizens 
“for being willing to tolerate that evil 
behaviour in the men and women who 
serve and protect us”. 

The Scum's editorial was little more 
than another attempt to isolate the 
Black community and its efforts to 
stop police abuses in all parts of soci¬ 
ety. The Black and women’s commu¬ 
nities are continuing to organize. At a 
December 5 press conference organ¬ 
ized by the Women’s Coalition Against 
Racism and Police Violence, Angela 
Robertson, Dudley Laws and Charles 
Roach renewed the call for Durham to 
be charged with attempted murder. 

(cont on page 2) 
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Police Smear... 


The careless use of a firearm charge is 
“the same charge a 16 year old would 
receive if he shot a pellet gun out of a 
window and no one was hurt” said 
Robertson. Roach, a lawyer, said that 
Attorney-General Ian Scott “knows 
it’s his responsibility to have the ap¬ 
propriate charge, which is attempted 
murder since he drew his gun ... if 
charged with attempted murder, he 
can also get lesser charges and it is up 
to the courts to convict or acquit.” 

The speakers also took on the slurs 
aimed against the activist community 
by the police and media. Roach called 
it a “dangerous turn of events” that 
McCormack has “turned from concili¬ 
ation to an appeal to the most fascist 
elements in the community” and that 
“he is setting up activists for the crack¬ 
pot elements”. The Black Action De¬ 
fense Committee, said Roach, “sees 


no reason to believe that the police 
won’t move to fascism — the people 
of Toronto have to be warned be¬ 
cause politicians are not making 
statements and McCormack is act¬ 
ing like a politician.” Dudley Laws 
added, “every time there is a shooting 
police officers go out on strike. Go 
out on strike before you shoot some¬ 
one else, I say!” Laws called out both 
McCormack and police commission 
Chair June Rowlands for “deep ra¬ 
cism and gross disrespect for Black 
women and all women. If Rowlands is 
proud of the police force then she is 
condoning crimes including murder.” 

Angela Robertson anticipates 
more action from the communities 
affected by police violence: “this is 
not just a Black problem, although in 
Toronto it is concentrated there.” The 
community activism is necessary, 


the speakers agreed, because it saves 
lives, putting the brakes onto the cops’ 
“lynch mob mentality”. The Women’s 
Coalition Against Racism and Police 
Violence is continuing its petition 
campaign and organizing a December 
16 Benefit Rally for Sophia Cook. The 
Coalition is also opposing Solicitor- 
General Steven Offer’s recommenda¬ 
tion from the Community Task Force 
on Policing, which was formed by the 
Ministry of the Solicitor General after 
the Michael Wade Lawson murder last 
December. Offer is trying to convince 
the public that his proposal to set up a 
Special Investigative Unit at the pro¬ 
vincial level will satisfy community 
demands for civilian investigation of 
police violence and abuses. But the 
Unit will be made up of a civilian figure¬ 
head in charge of “professional inves¬ 
tigators” from forces all over the prov¬ 
ince. Offer’s proposal is just another 
set-up for police to investigate police. 


NAZI BONEHEADS 


(cont.froml) 


youth in Quebec, including a possible 
province-wide network, and took 
many by surprise since the main or¬ 
ganization (United Skinheads of Mon¬ 
treal) broke up earlier this fall. Net¬ 
working opportunities occurred at 
such neo-nazi gatherings as the one 
held in Minden, Ontario, in July, and 
the one which was supposed to take 
place in Sherbrooke in September 
(but was cancelled when the family 
renting the farm learned that the 
agenda included burning a cross and 
building a nazi youth movement.) 
Pamphlets and fanzines such as Can¬ 
ada Awake (produced by Ottawa and 
Montreal nazis, with articles by Ameri¬ 


can nazi groups) also contribute. On 
the Labour Day weekend, Shaar 
Hashomay synagogue’s cemetary 
was graffittied with neo-nazi slogans. 

Since the October 13th violence, a 
small group of young people acting 
against nazi skinheads has mush¬ 
roomed into a sizeable organization. 
Ottawa now has two anti-fascist 
groups, one of which (Skinheads 
Against Racial Prejudice, or SHARP) 
is taken very seriously by the nazis. 
These two groups co-operated, and 
may have prevented an attack at a gig 
by MDC, a gay-positive and anti-au¬ 
thoritarian punk band. The anarchist- 
oriented Outaouais Outrage has 


made waves by handing out anti-fas¬ 
cist cards. In Montreal, Nazi activist 
Alaric Jackson has blamed “anar¬ 
chists” for the bricking of his IXL 
store’s windows (they published his 
address in a news-sheet — at this 
point it’s unclear if he was refering to 
Ecomedia, who published his address 
and phone # recently) and the Ligue 
Anti-Fasciste/Raciste de Montreal 
(LAM) has grown. 

For more information, write: LAM, 
CP 583, succ. H., Montreal H3G 2L5 
or Outaouais Outrage, POB 4051, 
Station E, Ottawa KIS 5B1. The Ligue 
des Droits et Libertes, 1825 Cham¬ 
plain, Montreal H2L 2S9 (has pub¬ 
lished “Le Mouvement Skinhead et 
I’Extreme Droite) in French (it’s being 
translated) for $8. 
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Nuclear Power? Some Solution! 



R ecently the atomic 
energy people (At¬ 
omic Energy Can¬ 
ada Limited, Atomic En¬ 
ergy Control Board) have 
been making noise about 
a return to nuclear power 
as a clean, safe, non-pol¬ 
luting source of energy. Of 
course, the truth is that 
they have a new model 
Candu reactor to sell. Af¬ 
ter Three Mile Island, Ch¬ 
ernobyl, the recent prob¬ 
lems at the Darlington 
nuclear generating station 
near Toronto and the unre¬ 
solved dilemma of nuclear waste dis¬ 
posal, one might think that they were 
carefully aiming a gun at their own feet. 
However, with concerns over the burn¬ 
ing of fossil fuels contributing to the 
greenhouse effect and acid rain, and 
with people like Ted Koppal starring in 
an NBC special on the virtues of nu¬ 
clear power, they may be able to pull off 
this scam (is it a coincidence that Wes- 
tinghouse, the largest producer of nu¬ 
clear fuel, owns a large piece of NBC?) 

Aside from the problem of nuclear 
waste and accidents, another side ef¬ 
fect of the nuclear energy industry is its 
effect on nuclear weapon proliferation. 
While the superpowers talk of reduc¬ 
tion of nuclear arms, nuclear fuel and 
waste products of nuclear power gen¬ 
eration are being used by some coun¬ 
tries to build nuclear weapons. Pluto¬ 
nium from India’s Candu reactor was 
used in their first nuclear test explo¬ 
sion, and Canadian plutonium may 
also be used in French nuclear weap¬ 
ons. Candu reactors have also been 
sold to Argentina, Pakistan and South 


Korea (see: Exporting Danger by 
Ron Finch, Black Rose Books 1986.) 

The AECL’s argument is also 
flawed in its claim that nuclear 
power is the only tested alternative. 
During the OPEC-created “energy 
crisis” of 1973-4, a large number of 
workable alternative energy sources ! 
were discovered or invented by indi¬ 
viduals and small groups, many 
working in the USA. The U.S. gov¬ 
ernment even initiated Research 
Development (R & D) grants for this 


research. Virtually all of the 
small groups’ proposals 
were rejected for grant con¬ 
sideration, some obviously 
unread. Instead, the R & D 
grants went to huge corpo- 
rations like Exxon., 
Westinghouse, Texas In¬ 
struments and Lockheed. 

Even though many of the 
ideas for solar power and 
some ideas for wind power 
eventually proved practical 
in small scale experiments, 
without money most of the 
projects failed, (see: The 
Sun Betrayed by Ray 
Reece, Black Rose Books 1979.) 
Many patents on these projects were 
then purchased by corporations like 
Exxon who are presently sitting on 
them; they haven’t figured out a way to 
monlopolize the sun and wind yet. 
Government’s acquiescence to cor¬ 
porate power’s hegemonic drive to 
create monopolies, squash competi¬ 
tion and stifle debate is largely to 
blame for the environmental night¬ 
mare in which we now live. 


THE TOWN HALL IS BACK 

Well, a closed meeting space and an invasion of a local donut shop wasn’t 
quite what we had in mind when we called the last anarchist Town Hall 
Meeting on Dec. 5. But now everything’s been straightened out. On 
January 9th, the anarchist town hall will be held at Phoenix Alternative 
School, at Howland & Gerard in the basement of the Simpson Ave. United 
Church (115 Simpson) starting at 7:30pm. 

The town hall is a meeting of anti-authoritarian activists where we 
discuss current projects, plans for the future, and concerns which need 
to be addressed by the anarchist community. If you want to find out 
what’s happening, or find support for your projects, or just pick up the 
latest anarchist papers, come check it out. For more info call 535-5731. 
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MEDIA sggr/ WATCH 


Africville 

Remembered 

CBC Radio has recently been partici¬ 
pating in a little rewriting of theirstory. 
A recent item (CBC AM, 20-11-89) 
concerned a conference convened in 
Halifax 18-11 -89 to mark the twenti¬ 
eth anniversary of the bulldozing of 
Africville. Africville was a poor, tightly 
knit Black community on the out¬ 
skirts of Halifax that had no running 
water, sewage disposal or paved 
roads (“where the pavement ends 
that’s where Africville begins,” ac¬ 
cording to one former Africville resi¬ 
dent. The CBC reported that the city 
of Halifax was concerned about the 
lack of sewage treatment and fresh 
watertor the residents, and wanted 
to integrate the Black population into 
the city. 

Actually, Africville was bulldozed 
because it was an “eyesore” to the 
white population, and primarily be¬ 
cause it was on prime residential 
front property. The residents didn’t 
want to move; they wanted the water, 
paved roads (etc.) enjoyed by the rest 
of Halifax (see: Africville, by 
Clairmont and Magill, Canadian 
Scholar’s Press, 1987.) Their forced 
eviction, relocation and dispersal to 
housing projects in Halifax destroyed 
the fabric of the community, and is a 
testament to racism in Canada which 
the mainstream media is trying to 
whitewash. 

Liberating the 
Philippines 

A feature article in the Toronto Star 
(5-12-19 pA19) speculates that the 


latest U.S. intervention in the Philip¬ 
pines, in this case of U.S. Air Force 
airplanes to suppress the latest mili¬ 
tary revolt, will escalate demands that 
two large and four small U.S. military 
bases in the Philippines not have their 
leases renewed in 1991. Filipino vot¬ 
ers have already elected a Senate 
dominated by members opposed to 
continuation of the bases, and even 
middle-of-the-road politicians are 
calling for their removal. 

The article traces U.S. domination 
since Dewey invaded Manila Bay in 
1898 to sink a Spanish fleet and “lib¬ 
erate” the Philippines, but fails to 
mention that this liberation only oc¬ 
curred after the Americans murdered 
three million Filipino men, wimmin 
and children who had fought for inde¬ 
pendence. It also fails to mention that 
the USA’s second “liberation,” this 
time from Japan after WW2, resulted 
in installation of a rightwing govern¬ 
ment, many of whose members had 
collaborated with the Japanese in¬ 
vaders, which kept the majority of the 
population malnourished and used 
widespread torture to crush dissent. 
The third “liberation,” when the USA 
engineered Marcos’ replacement by 
Aquino in 1986, left the Philippines 
with a government committed to pri¬ 
vate-enterprise capitalism and hon¬ 
ouring World Bank commitments, 
which precluded doing anything for 
the dispossessed. Can we expect 


another “liberation” if the U.S. bases 
are endangered? 

Limits to Drug War 

The Bush administration is oppos¬ 
ing an attempt by the U.S. Congress 
to try to persuade foreign countries to 
record the flow of U.S. currency 
through their banks, and to have the 
Federal Reserve refuse to process 
dollars from banks connected with 
Noriega and used for money launder¬ 
ing. Record keeping by the banks 
would hinder money-laundering op¬ 
erations for the big drug dealers. 
(Natioon 14-11 -89 p56.) Bush is will¬ 
ing to turn the ghettoes of the poor 
into concentration camps to hamper 
small-time dealers, but not to disrupt 
financial operations to get at the big- 
leaguers whose operations the USA 
has no real desire to terminate. 

Correction Time 

When last issue’s Media Watch 
said that the U.S.-engineered civil 
war in Nicaragua has already killed 
twice as many Nicaraguans as the 
combined U.S. casualty toll in WW1, 
WW2, Korea and Vietnam, it ne¬ 
glected to add the qualifying phrase 
“per capita.” A couple of readers 
spotted this; we do this sort of thing 
occasionally to make sure you folks 
out there in Newsletterland are on 
your toes. 


Ecomedia’s two year anniversary Holiday Edition! 

Ecomedia has now been appearing for two years on a bi-weekly basis. Carrying 
out this work along with the radio shows and our involvement in many other 
community projects has been tough for the small bunch of us. So this issue will 
be a special three-week issue to give us a week’s break. 





